
ANZAC 
DAY

.

2021
Commemorating All Who Fought For Our Country



THE HISTORY OF ANZAC DAY

When war broke out in 1914, Australia had been a federal 
commonwealth for only 13 years. The new national 
government was eager to establish its reputation among the 
nations of the world. In 1915 Australian and New Zealand 
soldiers formed part of the allied expedition that set out to 
capture the Gallipoli peninsula in order to open the Dardanelles 
to the allied navies. The ultimate objective was to capture 
Constantinople (now Istanbul in Turkey), the capital of the 
Ottoman Empire, an ally of Germany.



The Australian and New Zealand forces landed on 

Gallipoli on 25 April, meeting fierce resistance from 

the Ottoman Turkish defenders. What had been 

planned as a bold stroke to knock Turkey out of the 

war quickly became a stalemate, and the campaign 

dragged on for eight months. At the end of 1915 the 

allied forces were evacuated, after both sides had 

suffered heavy casualties and endured great 

hardships. Over 8 000 Australian soldiers had been 

killed. News of the landing on Gallipoli had made a 

profound impact on Australians at home, and the 25th

of April soon became the day on which Australians 

remembered the sacrifice of those who had died in the 

war.



The 25th of April was officially 

named ANZAC Day in 1916. It 

was marked by a wide variety of 

ceremonies and services in 

Australia, a march through 

London, and a sports day in the 

Australian camp in Egypt. In 

London over 2 000 Australian 

and New Zealand troops marched 

through the streets.



During the 1920s ANZAC 

Day became established as a 

national day of 

commemoration for the 60 000 

Australians who had died 

during the war. In the years 

since WWII, the 

commemoration of ANZAC 

Day has included those who 

fought in all theatres of war 

throughout the 20th and into 

the 21st century.



Australians recognise 25 April as an occasion of 

national remembrance, which takes two forms. 

Commemorative services are held at dawn – the 

time of the original landing – across the nation. 

Later in the day, ex-servicemen and women 

meet to take part in marches through the major 

cities and in many smaller centres. 

Commemorative ceremonies are more formal 

and are held at war memorials around the 

country. In these ways, ANZAC Day is a time 

when Australians reflect on the many different 

meanings of war.



God of love and liberty, we bring our thanks 
this day for the peace and security we enjoy, 
which was won for us through the courage 
and devotion of those who gave their lives in 
time of war. 

We pray that their labour and sacrifice may 
not be in vain, but that their spirit may live on 
in us and in generations to come. That the 
liberty, truth and justice which they sought to 
preserve may be seen and known in all the 
nations upon earth. 

This we pray in the name of the one who gave 
his life for the sake of the world, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE 
FALLEN OF ALL 

WARS



Abide with me, fast falls the eventide,
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide,
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,

Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Listen to the Hymn ‘Abide With Me’. This is sung at every ANZAC Day service. Use 
the words above and try to sing along. 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies,

Heaven’s morning breaks and Earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

HYMN: ‘ABIDE WITH ME’ 
Words by Henry F. Lyte and Music by W.H. Monk

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.



THE LAYING OF 
WREATHS

Flowers are traditionally laid to commemorate 
the dead; this is a timeless way of showing 
respect and is an integral part of many public 
services.

Laurel has been associated with ANZAC Day 
for many years. It symbolises bravery and 
victory, taken from ancient Rome were 
victorious generals were crowned with a laurel 
wreath. A round laurel wreath represents 
eternity, making it appropriate for a 
commemorative wreath.

Rosemary is an ancient symbol of remembrance. 
The fact that it grows wild on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula gives it added significance. Sprigs of 
Rosemary are worn on ANZAC Day, and some 
chose to wear it also on Remembrance Day. 
Poppies are integral to Remembrance Day and 
in recent years have become associated with 
ANZAC Day in wreaths.



A lament is an expression of sorrow, remorse, regret, 
mourning or grief and may be delivered in music, 
poetry or song. During the laying of wreaths, lament 
may be played by a piper, a musical compliment 
from a band or a solo vocalist. Lament commences 
immediately when the first personage moves 
forward towards the memorial after receiving a 
wreath from the wreath orderly. Lament concludes 
immediately when the last personage has moved 
away from the memorial after laying a wreath.

THE LONE PIPER’S 
LAMENT

Hear the Lone Piper’s Lament.



LOYALTY 
RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 1  

On this the 106th Anniversary of the immortal landing at Gallipoli this 

meeting of the citizens of Queensland expresses its loyalty and 

devotion to the throne and person of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.



RESOLUTION NO. 2  

This meeting re-affirms its admiration of the magnificent heroism, 
self-sacrifice and endurance of the Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and 
Nursing Sisters of Australia and New Zealand, who, on the first 
ANZAC Day and throughout the Great War of 1914 – 1918 
conferred a glory on Australia and New Zealand that will never 
fade.

This meeting avers that the lofty ideals of service of the ‘ANZAC’ 
pervaded the dauntless spirit of Australia’s gallant sons and 
daughters who, during a period of six years of fierce and intensive 
warfare on land, seas and in the air from 1939 to 1945 , gave such 
heroic and self-sacrificing service in the cause of Liberty.  The 
same lofty ideals are exemplified in the Korean, Malayan and 
Vietnam Campaigns, in the Gulf War and in the East Timor and 
Afghanistan Campaigns.



RESOLUTION NO. 3

This meeting gives its assurance that those who have 

fallen shall be held in Sacred Memory, and that those 

who have survived the perils of War will ever be 

honoured and remembered with gratitude by the 

people whose hearths and home they went forth to 

save so that our Freedom and our Free Institutions 

might survive.



The Ode is the famous fourth stanza 

from For the Fallen, the poem 

written by English poet and writer 

Laurence Binyon. It was first 

published in London’s The Times 

newspaper on 21 September 1914. It 

has been used in association with 

services since 1921.

THE ODE OF REMEMBRANCE



THE LAST POST

When the Last Post finishes remain silent for a 
short time to think about our soldiers and their 
families. 

LAST POST

ROUSE

For military people, the bugle calls signify two 
important times during the day. The ‘Last Post’ is 
the last bugle call of the working day signifying 
that the night piquets have been posted and the 
soldiers may now rest. It concludes on a rising 
note as a symbol of hope for the following day. 

The ‘Rouse’ is the first call of the day and 
within the context of worship symbolises the 
trumpet call which heralds the resurrection.



A PRAYER FOR DEPLOYED MILITARY PERSONNEL

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” Heavenly Father,
Whose kingdom rules overall, and in whom there is perfect 
freedom. We give you thanks on this Day for all who have served 
in the defence of this country.

As we remember those men and women who served – in the ranks 
of our Navy, Army, Air Force and Merchant Navy, we give thanks 
to you for their great sacrifices in conflict and in captivity – for the 
cause of peace and freedom.

We also give you thanks for the dedicated service of Australian 
military and police personnel across our world at the present time.
In our nation of wealth, prosperity and comfort, let us not forget 
the cost of these privileges which we now enjoy.

In His Name we pray.
Amen.



I am not a badge of honor,
I am not a racist smear,

I am not a fashion statement,
To be worn but once a year.

I am a simple poppy
A Reminder to you all,

That courage, faith and honor,
Will stand where heroes fall. 

I am a loving memory,
Of a father or a son,

A permanent reminder
Of each and every one.

I am not glorification
Of conflict or of war.

I am not a paper ornament
A token,

I am more.

I’m paper or enamel
I’m old or shining new,

I’m a way of saying thank you,
To every one of you.



E Ihowā Atua,
O ngā iwi mātou rā
Āta whakarangona;
Me aroha noa
Kia hua ko te pai;
Kia tau tō atawhai;
Manaakitia mai
Aotearoa

God of Nations at Thy feet,
In the bonds of love we meet,
Hear our voices, we entreat,
God defend our free land.
Guard Pacific's triple star
From the shafts of strife and war,
Make her praises heard afar,
God defend New Zealand.

God Defend New Zealand
Words by Thomas Bracken



Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross 
We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 
To make this Commonwealth of ours 
Renowned of all the lands; 
For those who’ve come across the seas 
We’ve boundless plains to share; 
With courage let us all combine 
To Advance Australia Fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia Fair. 

Advance Australia Fair
Words and Music by Peter Dodds McCormick



Always remember the service and sacrifice of these 

young Australians and what they have done for 

you.

The best way for you to do this, is to live your life 

in a way that shows that you are worthy of the 

trust that they and we have placed in you.


